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Yonghyon Kim Consul General
The Consulate General of the Republic of Korea in Boston



Congratulatory Message

Dear Friends of Dokdo and East Sea,

Dokdo, the easternmost island in East Sea, is an integral part of Korean territory,
historically, geographically, and under international law. No territorial dispute ex-
ists regarding Dokdo, and therefore Dokdo is not a matter to be dealt with through
diplomatic negotiations or judicial settlement. The name “East Sea” has been
used by Koreans for over two thousand years and they are as such emotionally
attached to the name. East Sea and Dokdo have been found in the history book
of Samguksagi(History of the Three Kingdoms) and Sejong Sillok Jiriji(Geography
section of the annals of King Sejong’s reign), as well as in numerous international
historical documents and old maps including Japan’s maps.

However, in the aftermath of Japanese colonization, usage of the name “Sea of
Japan” increased while Korea did not have the opportunity to claim the legitimacy
of the name “East Sea” to the international community. It is therefore a welcome
development for the international community to revert to the old tradition and to
increasingly recognize the toponym, “East Sea,” partly purred by the recent efforts by
the Korean government to establish the name.

| appreciate KCHEFNE's(Korean Culture, History and Education Foundation of New
England) efforts to provide young people with the opportunity to learn the historical
truth related to the Dokdo Island and East Sea. In particular, it is remarkable that
not only Koreans living in the United States, but also foreigners residing in Korea
participated.

| sincerely wish KCHEFNE every success in their efforts.

Thank you.

Yonghyon Kim Consul General
The Consulate General of the Republic of Korea in Boston



