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Congratulatory Message

Congratulations on holding the Dokdo Essay Contest!

First, I'd like to convey my appreciation to those who hosted and supported the Contest:
the chief editor Jihee Kim of The Grapevine Times arranged and supervised this Contest; all
the judge members led by Mr. Choong See Lee reviewed each essay with great contempla-
tion and care. | also send my heartfelt applause to all awardees of the Contest.

As you know, the undeniable evidences of Korea’s sovereignty over Dokdo are widely
available in historical, geographical and legal records. A recent Japanese government’s at-
tempt to bring Dokdo to International Court of Justice (ICJ) only revealed its ulterior motive,
that is, to politicize and take issue with Dokdo.

Given these recent circumstances, TGT'’s hosting of Dokdo Essay Contest is both timely
and appropriate. | believe such effort will help our Korean expatriates and local communities
in New England not only deepen their understanding of Korean history but also bring proven
facts surrounding Dokdo to light.

Lastly, it is my wish that the endeavor of researching and writing for Dokdo Essay Contest
itself served as both meaningful and rewarding experiences for all participants.
Thank you.

Kangho Park
Consul General of the Republic of Korea in Boston



